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FOURrH ENDORSEMENT on VP-49 AAR serial 3-56 concerning P5M-l, BuNo. 
127705, accident occurring 9 Nov 1956. 

From: 
To: 
Via: 

SUbj: 

Chief, Bureau ot Aeronautics 
Chief of Naval Operations 
Director, U. s. Naval Aviation Safety Center 

Aircraft Accident Report; forw~rding of 

1. Forwarded, in accordance with paragraph 4. of Chief of Naval 
Operations letter OP- 574/agf serial 146P57 of 13 Ma7 1957. 
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~~-~ ~ r~. u.s .. :-.t.hmtie Fleet 
·cl!.i.-at .at l'k~'\ra-1 ~r•tior.s" '(P,p-S? ) ... ..-.... -· ·· 
(·l) Ch~t:~ BU~l. ot herob-au.t:ics ( .. ~er-,..512.) 
·(z) ~ct<>r-. U .... .:ic Naval "':ti.ution aa!ety Center 

·~ru.tt ~.oeide11t · Rer.ort · .. 

·~::1,.. ·.fo"'Ol"Warded, z:ead..'iress()d, eoncfl.M"ing in t..ue conclusions and 
.i!ec~ndaticms err tho. · .. irer~tt ~\Cei@nt Boc.tr\i as D".odified by ttl& 

:.h.tst and .seeond er.ilot·ooments,. · 
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YFl2/l/h25 

Sert 24/ , .... ~ 
j I ', 

SS::OND ENDORSEMENT on VP..49 AAR Serial 3-56 concerning P5M- l, 127705, 
acc ident occurring 9 ~Tovember 1956, Pilot PA.TTERSON 

Frc:m: 
To: 
Via: 

Subj: 

CCII'Il.lllander Fleet. Air Wings 1 U. S . Atlantic Fleet 
Chief ot Naval Operations (OP-57) 
(1) Commander Air Force, u. s. Atlantic Fleet 
(2) Director, U. S. Naval Aviation Safety Center 

Patrol Squadron FORTY-NINE Aircraft ~cident Report Serial 
J-56; forwarding of 

1 . Forwarded. 

2. The cause of this accident is undetermined. The possible causes 
as set forth in the ana.l\ysiB ot the basic report are reasonable. AJr¥ 
attempt at further analrsis would be based on sheer conjecture. 

3. The remarks on tours of duty and the assignment of non- pil ot 
navigators are not pertinent to the an~sis of this particular 
accident, and will be takBn under separate consideration. 

4. Subject to the above comments, Commander Fleet ..\i.r Wings, o. s. 
Atl antic Fleet concurs ?lith the conclusions and reeoamendations ot 
the accident board, and the first endorsement. 



Sers (' ,.. ; \ 
28 November 1956 

FiRST ENDORSEMENT on VP• 49 AAR Serial J-Se oonoerning PSY.-1, 127706, 
Aooident ooC'urring 9 November 1966, Pilot .PATTERSON. 

Froma 
Tot 
Vi e. a 

Commanding Of'i'ioer, Patrol Squadr on FORTY-NINE 
Chief' oi' Naval Operations (OP-57) 
(1) Oommon~or Ploat Air Wings, u. s. Atlantic Fleet 
(2) Col'lllllMder Air Force, u. s. Atlantic Fleot 
(3) Director, u .. s, Naval Aviation Safety Canter 

1, Fonvnrded, concurring in the o~olusions and rooommendutions or tho 
Aircraft Aooident Boar~o 

2, There is no evidence to substantiate pilot error in this nccidontr 
however, tho remarks oonoeming axtanding the t our for newly desir,r.ated 
pil ots are particular ly applicable. Extonding tha tour would not only 
reduce the PPC turnovor, but vrould o.lso pennit first tour pilots to he 

better qualified baf'ore designation a.s PPC. As o.n alternative, or in 
addition to this, consideration micht be givon to the a s3ignmont of non­
pilot navigators to VP squadrons . It i s believed tho following bonei'its 
would o.ooruat 

o.. ~ olimino.Ging timo spent in navigational quulifiootions and dutias, 
pilots oould dovote their onergias to improving tho1r pilot quolii'ico.t1ons41 
It is ostima.ted tho.t thair pilot timo and oxporionco would be inoroasod 
by moro than ono-th1rd in tho first tvro yoars of duty. Timo on 1ndividunl 
pilot trt).ining would bo r 'lduood and trrlining could bo oonoontrotod on tho 
moro o.dvo.ncod stages of the squndron mission. 

b, Both pilots and no.vigo.tor/ASW coordinator s would bo more proficient 
o.t their rospeotivo dutios; substanti ally inoronsing squadron r ondinosso 

o, Squlldron roodinoss would bo f'urther onho.nood by 1noro~Bing orow 
assignment stability. under tho prosont ~tam, upgrading from navigator to 

first pilot to PPC roquiros f'r oquent erow roo.ssignmonts, with tho o.ttondo.nt 
loss in individua.l orow coordination, 

lt S.s notod thllt tho u,s. Nnvy is tho only major world a.iP foroo whioh 
doos not utilize navigational specialist in multi- engino a.ircrnft. 
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THE "CCOUNT • PART V - THE rtCCI DE;iT 

nbe:r 19~6 - At approximutely 1827Q, LTJG Charles v:. PnTTEFtSON, FS NR s :-:us td rborne in P5M-l BUNu 127705, from Gr ea t Soum , _ • t '. t ~~-::~n, Be~rJuda. LTJG PnTTERSON proceeded to the oper ut i onal S 1'(ja which be..;er 1.-:: ;tS-17 Nort h latitude and extended t o J9·l? Ilor t h lat i tude . The rd sfl i o·.~ 1f .LDG Pa1'TE.RSOii was to conduct routine shipping aurv iellonc(• u."l-:le~: t:1e Jf'e ... at iuMl c0:ntrol of Commander Task Group 81 point 3. · At 2047Q_. 1 1 :rr: l'ctl"fh.SO!~ r eported hi.s 2020Q position a s 36-09 North a nd 65-2'/ t/est • 
• 1t approy i.·ha~e :..> 21JOQ, LTJG - in P5M-1 BUNO 126506 , nho ·.:-as on o simEor m: tlS::.::ru, cc-ntacted LTJG PATTERSON on UHF, who only mcmtion- d the i.'t.ct t~a ... '" ne.s :'iying at 2000 feet a nd proceeding North . No othur t r ans ­:m.ss ions .. ~ ~·c r e\!cived from LTJ G P.!i.TTE.~SON. 

The S. S. C11P.:' .-.Ti~ I.'lR11S or Liberian r egistry reported a n aircraft flying over th.'l shi ~ ma:<ing low passes . The toas t.er a nd mate of t he shi.p s&r: the plane crash in f lames six miles to starboard at a pproxi mately 2142Q . The s:1ip t~ lter-=d c ourse ~o r ender ::~ssistance ; but when app:·oximately thre~ miles distance l os t contact w~th - thc aircraft due to heavy rain squal l s . At appr<X.:imute :_y 2215Q., a heavy explosion ~·as heard aboard the shi p . The explosion was of such magnitude that the shock was f elt b e l011 decks by the personnel on engine \76tch . The ship then transmitted on SOS on 500 kcs to Coast Guard Headquarters, Brookl~n, New York who in tur n ord (:red the Coast Guard Det achment s t the Naval Station, Bermuda on t he s celle . 

any damage to aircraft as the r csu1,t of a landing a t sea or crJsh at seh is unknorrn. 

PaRT VII - THE INVESTIGaTION 

The inves'tigation of the accident r evealed the following f act s : 

a. Witb r egard to LTJG PATI'ERSON: 

1. LTJG Pt\TTEilSON completed flight training on 18 June 1954 -:dth tl'.e total flig!li. time of 247 .. 2 hours, 185 •. ? of which were .tn S~J ~ype aircl'aft and 61. 5 of which were in PeM type uircraft . 

2. LTJG PaTTERSON r aported to Patrol Sctuadrou FOFT'i-NINE f or duty i n­vol ving flying on 4 September 1954. 

J. LTJG P~TTERSON had a total or 1,313.3 hours, 1~066.1 of ~hich were in the P5M type sb·craft. Tbi5 P~M time wae received in Patrol Squadron FORTY-NINE. . 
4. -LTJG PATTERSON held a valid stdmard instrcment rating. 



• 5. LTJG Ph.TTERSON r eceived the follor:ing designations in P5M type 

cl ircraft: PP3P on 12 DecembE:·r J 955., PP2P on 2 tipril 1956, a nd PPC on 13 

September 1956. 

6. The l ast fl i ght t h!.l t LT.;G PAT'l'ERSON fl~;~w , prior to the a ccident , 

was o~ 7 November 1956 bch,~c ; the hours of 1242 ~ ~d 1508. 'i'!te fli cht 

purp')Ge code was lAl, i..: ... . :. -:.: :! LTJG Pt1TTEKSON in& .... ructed CDR SWEENEY on 

P5M si:1gl e engine a nd Cl'c sa· WJ..:1d l anding t echniques . 

7 . .... TJG PaTTERSON hi"\C no ~lights or watches , which prevented hi m from 

get t ; · ~~ adesuat e sleep ·· ~lj r e ;nlar meals , f or a period of 51 hours prior 

to the fligt t on \'Jhich t.}le a c ~5 dent occurred . 

l. CIJR :.·".:SENEY corr.plst ed flight training on 12 June 1945 with the t ct nl 

f1.igi1:0 tirr·· : f 343 . 0 hours, 119 :0 of which wer e in N2S type a i rcraft., 28 . 0 

of w:.: c':l '•l'.::e in SNV type aircraft , 21 . 0 of which were in S~J type 'l ircraft , 

ana 1,;5 . 0 :"~,.' which wer e in PBY typo· a ircraft . 

2 CllP. . :;;zENE'l report~d to Patrol Squadron FOftTY - NINE fer duty i nvolving 

flyi :1:- o:t 2:! October 1956. 

'3 . CDR c:- r~ EENEY h:1d a total of 2,104 . 0 hours , 16. 2 o.f 'ilh ich Per e in the 

P5M t~·pe e.! 1·craft . Tnis P5M t ime 1vas r ecei vod in Pa tro1 Squadron 

FORTY·· Ni ii E. 

4 . CDR SltiEENEY held a, valid standdrd instruret::nt card . 
I 

5. CDR SV1EENEY was designated a f i r st pilot in PBM typv aircraft on 30 

April 1947 . 

6 , CD!l SWEENEY was designa t ed a PPC in PBM type uircrait on 26 .lngus t 

1947 . 

7 . Bet ween august 1948 and ltugust 1956, CDR SV1E.ENEY was a ttachod to 

billets ~Pich dictated t hat his flying be in u proficiency status . During 

this per iod of eight years CDR SWEENEY aver aged 75. 0 hours f1ipht t imo per 

year . Only SN,T and SNB typo a ircraft wer e flovm during t his period. 

8 . CDR SWEENlY r ece ived 58 .3 hours of r efr esher trdining in PBM typo 

aircraft prior to report~ng to Patrol Squadron FORTY- NI NE . 

9 . CDR S~EENEY had ~~ flig~ts or watches, ~hich prevonteci him from 

get ting 'acequato s l eep a~ reg~ulr meals~ for a period of 51 hours prior 

to t he flight on which the accide~t accurred . 

C • . With r egard to LTJC ~EID: 

· 1. LTJG REID c omplet ad t11ght ,trai ning on 8 July 1955 wit n t he total 

flig~t ti~e of 313.2 hours , 192 . 3 of whi ch· wer e _in SNJ type aircr a f t , 71 . 9 

of wbtch wer e i~ SNS t ype a ircra f t , and 47 .8 of whi ch we1 e i n PBM type 

ai rc-r litt-. 

2 , LTJG REID reported to PatrQl Squadron FORTY-liNE tor dut y invol ving 

tlJing Qll 6 august l-955 • -; . ' . . . . '. . 
~ 



3 . LTJG REID had o tot.al of 1 , 066 . 4 hours , 590 . 2 of which wcr \:: in t he 

P5r~1 type aircraft . This P5M tirne ~l;as received in Patrol S.:tnadron FORTY- NINE . 

4 . LTJG REID \r.:lS designntc.d a PP3P in P5M type a i rcr..1ft on 26 lipril 1956. 

5. LTJG F.EI D h~ld a vnlld s ta nrlard instrume11t r otlng . 

6 . The los}; fli ght th..4t LT.TG REID fl0w , pr l or t o the t.iccident , tros on 

7 November 1956 bet ween the hours of 0843 :lnd 1135. The fli.ght pm·pose 

ccd0 wus 1Al 1 in which LTJG REI D r ecei ved three GC1 approaches und on€ hour 

of simulated instrument time . 

7 . LTJG REID had no flights. or watchos , whi.ch prcvc. nt0d him fr0m g~..~ ct.ing 

adequate sleep ... md regular mMls , for a period of 54 hcurs prior to t l:c 

.flight on \'lhi_ch t he uccidunt ocl.!urr ed . 

D. With r egard to tho weather ot tho scene of t he accid<.. nt a nd at b .sc : 

J • The cloud co\·er in the opernting nr eo w'ls nine tenths , bE>i.nf! made up 

of cumulus and stra to-cumulu~ . Tht~ b~1ses of the clouds wLre 2500 f eet 

with tops a pproximi.!tely 6000 fe~t . Visibility helov• the cloud L:.:st. -:1::. s ten 

miles . Ther e were f r cqucr.t light. r a in showers in tthe ar Go \{Ther ein tl~ e: clo, td 

b!lses \~auld drop to 1200 fee\:. :md visibility to three miles . Some i :;ol lted 

heavy 1·ain showers were r Pported which 1ov,er cd the ceili1.gs t o 800 f ue t a nti 

the vis]biJity to one ha lf mile . 'l'he ol timot er s ettiug vm s 29 . 50, ttlt: 

outside air tf;;mper ature w:1s 590F., the dew point ;vas 54 °, :me the wat c r 

t.cmpcr oture Wt.S 700F . 

2. Th~.. weuther ot tha U.S. Naval Station, Bermuda Wi.l:J a f our t enths 

cov~roge of l.!umulus whose bases r;er e.. ;woo f eet . a six t~.-nths coverogf of 

strata- cumulus whose buses tvere 5000 feet gnve an overc .1st. cond~ tion. '!'he 

visibility was t~n milt:s , temperature 74oF., dew point 67° , a nd tbc 

a lti met er setting 29 .75. Ther e V10 S some scattered r oir-1 sh0\7ers in t ht.. :::l l'€'0 

~hich lower ed ce ilings anavisibility occosi onolJy . 

E. With r e>gur d to S .S. CrtPfrt!N LYH ~S : 

l. The S.S . CnPTniN LYRnS r...~dioed SOS on 500 kcs :.lt 2216Q tnat a n air­

croft hod crashed six milos to stai'bourd . The ship guve her position us 

38- 38 North ond 65-35 West. 

2 . ii check of t i mes os st~tod by vorious n·lvol sourc(;S -.1nd those of th~.;; 

S .S . CaPI'niN LYR • .S show the cronomot er of the ship to be eight mirrutes f~st . 

3 . The ship stu ted thut the uircraft f l u\'7 very lm~ ov&r tha ship . They 

i dentified that the a ircrtift w~s grey color, thet it hf.ld a white st!:!r 

identification, a nd thot it was propeller driven; ~lthough it \ISS not noticed 

how miley eJ;~gi*s tho plone ·had . 

4 . The ship stated that the aircraft was not on fir e in the air. 

a nd mat e of t he s.s. CrtPTn.IN LYR1tS ar c tho only wi tnesses 



6 . The ship st...1tcd th~ .d.rcra .rt crashod one to two minutes a fter 
passing overhead, ~he impact occurring approximately sL'{ miles to star­
btlai·d. 

7 . The ship stoted th!lt the aircraft burst into fbrncs upon impact 
a nd then an explosion \?OR heard. The flames wer s bright orunge to r ead. 
The flames a ppeared to die out r el . tively fast . 

8 . The ship changed course to r ender assistance; but lost sight of a 
sma l l light on o raft or .piece of ~Teckoge ut 2150Q, at a distance of 
e.pproxirn.1tc ly thrGe miles due to heuvy rain showers . 

9 . When at approximately three miles , o second explosi on was he:)r d und 
f elt by tbe engine \'l!ltch .1nd other crew stc.mding by t he life boa'ts . This 
oc~urred at 2215Q . 

10 . The ship s earched the local area for thirteen hours wi th nDg'.ltlve 
r esults. 

11. The ship st!ltc..d that the weather W;JS vinds HN'ii force 5 increasing 
to force 7 during the search . There were he:.1 vy r ain squ~lls in r::hfch t he 

./ visiMlit,y \-;<as poor to nil, The waves were ten f eet high. 

F. With r egord to the search of P5M-l BUNO 127705: 

1. In this cuse , search and r escue stnrt.eu the instunt ·.the cr·;.sh occurred . 
The S.S. Cn.PTniN LYRuS was only six miles U\?ay nt thE time of cr!lsh . 

2 . n PBM from the Coast Guard Det.~chm&nt at the U ,S. N .. vnl Station, 
Bermuda was on station by Ol21Q , The Commander Euatern Seu Frontier 
design3t ed the Commander U.S . Naval St~tion , Bermuda us the opcratj onal 
control for the search . rdrcraft snd ships f rom VP-49, VP-45, VAHM 13, 
CnRDIV 16, and DESRON JO conducted intensi vc: SE•,lrch oper ations of thE:· cr'lsh 
area until 1900Q 13 NovvmbC:r 1956 . The r esults nere negative . 

G. With regard to the squ .. dron night searchlight attack procedures: 

1. The squadron tr~ining procedures assumes a basic oititude of 1500 
f eet . 

2. Upon contact \';i th the target by radar ol' othor means , a turn into 
target is initiated at the same- time a descept t o one t housand feet i3 m!.lde ~ 

J. As soon as the air craft is headed directly for t he t arget , the 
altitude is further decreased to 500 feet . 

4. Squadron doctrin6. is that no night seurch)ight training exercises 
wil l descend below 500 feet. 

5. Squadron doctrine fur ther dictates th~t the enti re searchlight attack. · 
Qe flown by the pi l ot on instruments, who will receive information as to 
the course from r udar. As soon us the target is r eceived by the seurch1ight, 
t he co- pilot pass&s course information to the pilot . 



6, On this partioula.r opera.tion, wher e only quo.lii'ied PPC' s ware used, 

they were ' instruoted prior to ea.ch flight on the mi ssion. During the se 

briefings, a representative or station a erology bri efed the pilots on t he 

weather. The o.ar ologist made pa.rtioule.r mention or the low pr essure area 

to the North~ 

H. With regard to P5M 3Jll> 12770 5: 

1 . · PSM-1 BJNO 127705 'vas received for service f r om the 0 & R, HAS, 

Nor folk, Virginia. on 7 Sept~mbor 1955. 

2. hmjor Accessorie s changed since 9- 7- 55: 

a . Changed .APU 
11-25-55 

b. Changed stb<:l. #2 Power Recovery Turbiue 12- 21- 55 

c. Changed stbd. #·3 Power Recovery Turbine 12- 6-55 

d . Changed stbd. Propeller 12- 5··55 

a . Changed stbd. ft'J. Power Recovery Turbine 12-8- 55 

f . Ch!ulged Port F1ngine 1 2· 8- 55 

g. Changed Port P~opeller 
12-13-55 

h . Changed Port Engine 1-13- 56 

i . Changed APU 
1-18 .. 56 

j . Changed Port Power Recovery Turbine ·#l 1- 31- 56 

k . Ohanged Port =1/'G Povrer Recovery Tur bine 1 - 31 .. 56 

1 , Changed stbd. #l Power Reoovory Turbine 1-31- 56 

m. Changed Port =lf3 Powor Recovery Turbine 1-31- 56 

n . Changed Port Propeller 1 - 31- 56 

o. Changed stbd. Propeller 1-31 .. 56 

P• Changed Stbd. 'Qlgine 3- 21- 56 

q. Changed Stbd. '#1 Povrer Recovery Turbine 3-31-56 

r . Changed .APU 
5- 13-56 

s . Changed Port Propeller 6-?.2- 56 

t . Changed stbd. ~ Power Recovery Turbino 7- 5- 56 

u. Changed APU 
6..25-56 

v. Changed stbd, ~ Pmvor Reoovory Tur bine 10- 4-56 

w. Changed Stbd. 2 PoYmr Recovery Turbino 10- 4- 56 

x. Changed Stb:l. Po,·rer Reoovery Turbine 10- 4-56 

Y• Changed Port Engine 10- 10- 56 

3, Airorart Servioes Change s InoorpC'Iratodt 

13; 14; 15; 18; 26• 28 , · 30 , · 31 , - 32, · 36, · 37, · 3a , · 39, 47, 48, ~9 , so, 

51; 52; 53; 54; 55~ ss• 61A, s2; 63; 64; 66; 67; sa ; 69; 70A, 71, 12; 73, · 

74, - 75, 76, 771 78; 81 , ·a2, B2A, a3, 84, as; e7~ · gs, 96, 97p 99; 100; 101; 

103~ l04i 106i 1071 ' 109 1 ' 110 1 ' 111 1 ' 117, . 118, .1191 121, 122, 123, 1 241 125, 

1 26j 130; 13li 13lA1 1 341 135, 1361 1371 138: 139A~ 144, 145, 147 , 1~8~ 1491 

160; 15lj 152; 154; 155; 156; 159; 161; 166, . 1 67, . 168, .168Aj 1 69.t 170; 171; 

173; 174, .175, ·1a2 , · 1s6, ·,190, ·191,·192, · 192A; 194; 196; 198 ~ 2oo; 21Bi ;ng; 

'220~ 228A, ?,29~ 2321 235;; 2351 237, 2381 241, 2421 2441 2471 2.481 261) 2561 

2'66i 2671 ·212; 277; 281 1 .2851 2921 29G, 297, 3031 310, 32(), 3291 334 1 3371 

3601 364, 3851 3951 3961\; 387 and 184. • 

4. 01' the above lis~d numbors the following rl9re inoorporntod by VP-49, 

,. • • * .. • • -- .. ... ,. • 

337, 364, 385, 395, 



s. The following Service Cho.nges were not incorporatedt 

286, 287, 288 , 289, 290, 291, 293, 294, 295, 298, 299, 300, 301~ 
302; 3041 305# 306; 307- 308 ; 3091 311; 312;, 313; 314i 3l5i 31 6; 317 j 3181 
321; 323i 324; 325i 326i 328~ 330j 331; 332; 333; 335; 336; 338; 339; 3•101 
341; 312; 343; 344. 346, 347, 348 , 349, 351, 353, 354, 355, 356, 357, 358~ 
3621 3631 365, 366. nnd 367. 

6. Aircraft Service Bulletins not Inoorporateds 

1, 6, 71 91 13, 15, 19 and 31 . 

7 . Air craft Service Bulletin' s Incorporated, none by VP- 49t 

21 5, 8 , 10, 12, 16, 20, 22, 2Lt , 29A, 32 o.nd Sunstrond Bulletin #110;) 

a. Toohnicnl Ordor s Incorporated c . . 

82- 45, 29- 53, 80-53 and 811-53, 

9. Aircraft Technical lbllotin• s Incorporated: 

39 and 55, 

10. Eleotronio Material Changes Inoorpor atod, 

147- 54 and 180- 54. 

11 . Electronic Material fulletin ' s Incorporated: 

1 -!-5tJ:. 

12. Dispatches Incorporated: 

COMA.IRLANT 162204Z of' t\.ugust 1956, OOMF.A.IR\'.JINGSLANT AilUN 24180~Z 
of' :May 1956. 

13. Discrepancies last 60 da1s• Corrective Action Taken 

9- 12-56 Port Eng~ only 2850 RPM on Adjusted prop governor 
T.o. 

9-12• 56 Aileron ·f'a'b Indioator Inop. Replaced transmi ttar and 
od open i n phase . 

9-1 2- 56 Port Win~ Light Out Replaced lbl b, 

9-12·56 Pilots gyro horizon 3 lo~ Replaced "A." phase fuze . 
wing down 1n level f l ight 

j .. 

l 

9·21-56 No. 2 Seiekley Adapter Repl aced adapter. 
sheared ~ 



9- 25-56 UHF out 

10·23-56 stbd. dist~ibutor out 

10- 2-1-56 10 Pound torque drop Stbd. 
Engine 

10- 24-56 Pull sumps strainers, 
port engin£? 

10-24- 56 #1 AC Generator freq. 
range 416·405N 

10·10·56 APU Voltago 120V 

10- 26- 56 It~dio comp~ss out 

Replaced ~\nt . and all Coax 
connector s . 

Repl aced distr ibutor. 

Replaced distrib~tor, installed 
new coils, l eads, plugs, & "Y'' 
lead to #6 & 4/!1 cylinders . 

Pulled sumps and strainers, no 
leaks . 

Replaced onm and motor Assy. on 
sunstrtulde 

Adjusted resistor on APUo 

Changed ARA- 19 

9-14-56 No v.i,deo gain control pilots None 
radar 

11-5-56 Slight oil leak stbd.. engine '1'1-ghtened loose breuthor line 
fitting. 

' 10- 7- 56 Fuel l eak accessory section Changed fuel pump filte re 
APU 

l0- 24-56 Searohl~.ght f a iled to light Rewo~ked searchlight 

11 .. 5-56 F'l.uxga.te oo~asa inoperative Repl aced amplifier,needs liavr 
oannan plug,none in stock,on 
order. 

A check of the weig~t and bnlanoe revealed the following informationt 

a:. That the gross weight of tho uiroro..ft at toke-off was 75,731 
pound e. 

That. the oo.louli.ted and final MAC was 21 . 2 percent Md 'Vd thin 
.da .si~ · limi~ati~s of the aircraft. 

[ . . 

·.-~t . by co~utitjg ~or.ma~ .fuel consumption t~e MAC of 21 .1 pcroent . 
at ~he, tl~e of. i!lie aoo!dent .,'Ills .within design, l'iru;bationa. ' It .,. ·· 
wa$. nl85> oompute.,cl' tha·~ the air-or nft gross ~ight at ~me of 6ra~n.' 

.yms 69• ~29 ~·oU)lqe. , . · ,. 



• 2o Tho.t due to ·the low pressure are~ there wo.s e.pproximat ely a 235 foot error in the altimeter between tho oper ating ~rea and tho bnso, Navy 126506 r eported a max:imtnn altimeter error of 300 i'oet nt tho north em po.rt of tho area in which the aocidont o~currod, 

B. It i s possible that ono ~f the follovnng oausos r esulted in tho accidentt 
1~ That t ho aircraft dovJlopod engine t rouble or othor mal function during the low altitude pas!> which cuusod the aircrui't to go out oi' control tu1d orash, 

2, That the pilot l oft ~1o instruments· and beco.mo disoriontated nftor compl etion of the searchlight run whioh resulted in a loss of control . 
3, That the pilot did no\i oro ss check for error botwoen tho pros:mro altimeter o.nd radio altimet er and flcw· i nt o!the vmtor. 

. . c. If the pilot had due wo.rn.l.ng' of a malfuncti on it is believed thct ho would have cont act ed Navy 126506, which he had conto.otad on U1IF o.ppro~...mo.toly 1 2 minutes prior to the o.coidont . It is al so beliovod ho ·woul d have jettisoned his ordnance. 

D, In further ano.lyzin, the accident, t ho pri mary explosion as roportod by the ship is believed to be mainly fuel f r om a ruptured fuel ooll as tho flames died out rel atively fast. Tho second explosion vmi ch occurrod nt 2207Q, was from depth char ges . This moans the air crni't r eooincd o.t least po.rtio.lly o.floo.t for 25 minutes, Tho shook of the l nndi ng or cr~sh evidentl y pullod t he o.nning \'ti res from tho dopth charges. Thi s notion o.llowod· t hom to oxplode when t ho.t portion of tho o.i r cro.f't so.nk to o. depth of 25 f oot, the fused depth of the cho.r gos. 

PART IX - OONCLUSIONS AND RE<XHlMENDATIONS 

A. OONCLUSIONS 

1, The pri mnry oo.use or tlds f~tal acoi dont is undotormined, 
Be REOOMMENDA T!ONS 

le Although LTJG PATTERSO:tt had met o.ll the current r equi roments for · PP c, it is r ooommanded that ·f'irst tour pilots repcrting to squadrons similar to "\IP type ho.ve a. minimtnn. tour of three yoo.rs, The present qualifications for · PPC require nearly tvro yeo.rs for tho pilots to qualify. Aftor qualification, · the pilot is duo for t ransfer l eaving the squadron oontinuo.lly training pilots, but nevor with people who have hold the designation of PPC for o.ny l ength of time, 

2. It is recommended tho.t no pilot be asdgnod continuous tours o£ duty wheroin proficiency flying is dicto.tod, Enoh tour of protioionoy .flying eho\\ld be followod by a tour of notivo flying preferably in n squ.o.dron, 
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)) 
047Z - !~ 
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STA '.I'F.UENT 0 F RADI 0 OON TACT 
BETWEEN UAVY 127705 AND NAVY 126506 

On t ho night of November lOth on n :r outine night po. t4•ol , whon 
oonilnunications were vary poor j we ho.d 110 voice oomnuni oa tions with unyono o 
We hnd tri <ld nU gi von frequoncios to no o.vn.il.. All night long I hnd 
beon trying t o conta ct No.vy 127705 and c ould not r each him~ 

Ar ound 2lroQ I cull ed Nnvy 127705 ori.ce more on UHF Guard and he came 
blok loud nnd claa.r . It was a purely r outine transmission, I a sked him 
his a ltitude and ha told me 2000 foot , Ho nskod mino, I told thom 1200 
fo ot. His heading wus North and I w0:s going Southo I ncvery honrd from 
him again although I cnllod r ogularly ova ry half hour fo r n :radio chock{/ 

Tho weather on tho night o£ 10 November vms boing o.ffoctcd by u low 
pr ossur o call oentored in tho Northern Sector of our Pa trol Aron o Tho 
drop in pr ossuro wa s quito a pparent by tho continual sproo.d in tho r edia 
o.nd pt•as·suro a.l timotC~r, From bnso t o tho Southern boundry of t ho nr on 
thoro was a. 40 foot diffcr cnoo which inoronsod t o a 300 fo ot diffor onco nt 
tho Northorn boundry, Thora was n di sta.noo botwoon boundari es of nppr oximnt oly 
250 milos. Whon l unding bnok o.t bn so both nl timctor ma.tchod with tho curr ent · 
sot-ting. Viso.bility wa s hrunpcrod by u low coiling, hn .zo nnd r rtin squnll so 

. ; co .... - . 

.-~'\--£:"' ,~ 



9 ~KJI 56 
&11110; IA:Iille 

8 511 rtN .. KS?S 
3 ]ot1J{ ~~4 

?.'"' !·'K 6 

I acc.pt thi• aiu,raft lor flilht . 
I (have) (have not) •••mined diM:rep-

ancy reporf /or la•t lli~ht. JF;;:=~===F"""==='==-==--
For YP-YR aircraft: 1 hare preaenled • 
Wei~l·t and Bata.nce Clt~tuance Form 

--~------~---------------------;, 
I «utily tlutt thl• aircraft hu thie d~ been SIGfjATUR£ WPILDt: 
inepeoted by me or under D'IJ' •uperrie/Ori in ac. 
c<irdance with ellidin~ in.-tructiona and that the 

F, Form DD-3HF; to the chatan~ !1-----lr----..~--... ........ -•uthori ty •• required. 

ai'f!ralt ia readr lor ltJ-.ht, fueled and armed"' .,.,., .-.. .. 



Rev . l Mar J956 r:uvH'l 

Basic ~eight &nd Index ________ _ 
Oil _____ __ __ _ __ ___ _ __ _ 

Fuel 
'!ing Servicl. Tunks ( l nboc:rd) _ ___ _ _ __2~,0~1::.::;2'-----
l'ling au.-x. Tunks ( ou tuot:ll'd) ___ __ _ ~ 108 
No. l Hull Tank ___ ________ -~l'""-:-7l:?':Oi----
No . 2 rtull '1'1:1nk _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 3 , 426 
No . J Hul l Tank _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 2 , 448 
BOI'lb Rays ________ _____ _ _ 

Useful Loud 
Bo:nbs ("Jater-fil ls - 5c lb . e-.~ . ) 
Jato Mk 2 {204 lb !'tc·.ved , lCC' lb l~t;d) 
J...1to Mk 6 ( 143 lb s t.o\'!ed , 71 lh loaded) ----::-2g::-4:-----
Mk 7 extra raft (80 lb ca . ) _____ _ 
Mk 4 ( 16 1 b ea . ) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Mk 5 ( 4 lb ea.) 

Mk 6 (16 lb e~;~ . ) = = = = = = = = = = = 
Mk 34 (1080 lb)_ - - - - - - - - - - -
Mk 54 ( 350 lb) ____ _ __ __ _ _ _ 

320 
1 080 
1 050 

Rockets ( 511 - 150 lb) 
Sonobuoys (16 lb) __ ::::: ::: : 

__ .JQ.6 __ 
160 

Other ___ __ __________ _ _ 

Creu and C r go 
Compt Men 

A 
B ------,::------- - - - - - -
--~"------- - - - - - -

c 2 
D 1 
E 
F 
G 
H 

----------- - - - - - -

--------- - - - - - -
GhO~S ¥:EIGHT ___ _ _ _ _ _ ___ __ _ 

TMC Limits 15 . 8 % to 26 . 0 % 
Desired MA.C 24 . 2% I ndex ----

Calculated MAC 21.4 InJex _9~6a•.=.1_ 

540 
36C 
1S3C 

720 

72,731 

Load Changes _...:A.:.-~B~C::..-..=.D-.:E=--.:.F_.;G:;...-:.::.H ____ _ 

Final MrlC 21.4 % 

V.eight Tables 
Personnel 
No . Wt . No . 
l. 180 9 
2 360 10 
3 540 11 
4 720 12 
5 900 13 
6 1080 14 
7 1260 15 
8 1440 

Wt . 
1620 
1800 
1980 
2160 
2340 
2520 
2700 

Index --'9-'6~, 1=--

t.iiso . Items 
Oil 
Bomb Hoist 
Dye Marker 
Parachute 
SE:abag 
Suitclse 
Burness & M'lt 

? . 5 lb/gs1 
48 

5 
20 
65 
25 
ll 

89, 0 
d8 , 1 

---·--

w •. a 

94 .8 

'19 . 5 

83 .9 
76.9 
'13 . 1 

C'\6 , 1 

COMPUTED BY~ 
PI LOT c I ' • PI-\ TTEHSQN 



CLASSIFICATION 

. 
N~VAL MESSAGE 

CC12AIRLA.NT Date: ~ 13 l:OV 5tDTG: 13213<Y~ 
SS CA.FTAIN LYRAS Precedence: RCUTI!f.l ·n:.:J•..!P.Rcl) 
CO?.il'AIR'riTNGSLANT/~t& VA~ ·.,1\FCll~i NvRVH/ ONO I BlJ.kclR/.: :~ri'ROl'! FC:t'R : l:NE/ I I I 

TEXT 
RE\4UEST FOLLOWIUG DiFORMATIOH RELATIVE TO . AIRCRAFT CRASH 0922l bQ 
AIJ!J .. X \ f$A_TH:il!R AT LOCATIOlf 0]' CRASE I:ICLUDiii!'C 'E1UGHT CJ.i' ·., ... iJT~ X ER.i.VO 
X TlliE INTERVAL BBT.IE:SN SI GHTnrc Al'ID CRASH X C:I.'..RLIE A: .LS . . IRCR.:u•'T 
ON FIRE 1-!:"f,:EN F ffiST S I GHT.-ID X DE:LTA X DID FIRL .ifrPE.:L'R TC INCRE..S'E. IN 
I NT.J;BSITY Pl.UOR TO EXPLOSTO~ X ECEO X ~fl'l..nT ~._ .. !.8 CCLOR Cl? FI.J.J.:.:;.'S J !ID 
EX:PLOSI O}l . "X FOXTROT X DID FLAMES AFPZ/ill ·.t:U Dim OtrT I:if AIR OR .P-.FT.tR 
X CON'J.lAC.T 1"1ITH WAT <1$ X GOLF X ";:~~T ~ 7.1S r\PPR0:::0,1f!I'2 .t\:i;GLE OF I1:?.1-CT 
:: EOT.EL X .~~-IT OTE R DET2.ILS 1riHICE 1-::IGI-:i' !.ROV~ L ..... L?Ft:-L I:\ .J:::TE:RI r -::~G 
li.'..'l'tJ'RE CF ! CCIJ ]l\TT 

(ENCLOSURE 5) 

ORD PER SDO FlLE NR: 

153 



• CLASSIFICATION 

. . 
NA V~l MESSAGE 

' . 15 NO.V 56 · 



~Bfrt TO ELBA 
C.DJ .~:·JY O.NE AGTUALT.Y SE~ PI.A;R t.r(:...Stf

1
?? 

~~LSA 'r-o tffiOZ 
Ct\P!' UN :~mJ i ,W~ St<~i'£<~ PL~ll2. t,.;\_~,;{ ~;i-iAi~.L l Fr.tr >!.T J:.·:A S {;'/.-.' GG 'l'TI_,1, 01,11 
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